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SUBJECT: TALK WITH AMBASSADOR BUR FLIT 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR ONLY 

1. AMBASSADOR BUR ELI . I CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
LUERS ON TUESDAY, JULY 8 TO REPORT ON HIS BRIEF WEEKEND 

TRIP TO CARACAS. HIS PRIMARY MESSAGE WAS TO REPORT THAT 
PRESIDENT PEREZ HAD SAID TO BUR FIT. I TO TELL "MI AMIGO LUERS 
TO WORK OUT THIS PROBLEM OF FMS CREDITS FOR THE VENEZUELAN 
MILITARY." PEREZ SAID THAT HE HAS TOLD THE MILITARY THEY 
SHOULD PROCEED TO USE THE U.S. CREDITS AND HE CONSIDERS IT 
IMPORTANT THAT THE U.S. CONTINUE THESE TIES WITH THE 
VENEZUELAN MILITARY. LUERS SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO SOME 
WAY TO GET AROUND THE DIFFICULT LEGAL PROBLEM. 

2. SECONDLY BURELLI REPORTED THAT THE PRESIDENT, SEVERAL 
MINISTERS AND MANY POLITICIANS COMMENTED ON HOW QUICKLY, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 161300 

INTELLIGENTLY AND SKILLFULLY YOU HAVE ASSUMED YOUR DIPLO- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


MATIC RESPONSIBILITIES. THE PRESIDENT PARTICULARLY STRESSED 
HOW PLEASED HE IS TO HAVE YOU AS AMERICAN AMBASSADOR. 

3. THE PRESIDENT ALSO TOLD BURELLI THAT HE WOULD NOT BE 
SWAYED FROM HIS PLANS TO NATIONALIZE THE PETROLEUM COM- 
PANIES WHILE STICKING TO ARTICLE 5. HE HAS THE SUPPORT OF 
HIS PARTY AND THE MILITARY AND FEELS A CONTINUING RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THE PETROLEUM COMPANIES IS ESSENTIAL TO THE 
OPERATION OF VENEZUELA'S PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 

4. BURELLI SAID THAT HE TOLD THE PRESIDENT THAT HE WANTED 
TO LEAVE HIS POST IN WASHINGTON THIS YEAR FOR PERSONAL 
REASONS - HE SAID HE WOULD REMAIN UNTIL MARCH, 1976 

AT THE LATEST BUT IMPLIED HE WOULD BE LEAVING EARLIER. 
BURELLI SAID THAT HE HAD HEARD THAT PEREZ WAS CONSIDERING 
SCHACHT OR MINES MINISTER VALENTINE HERNANDEZ AS HIS 
REPLACEMENT. BURELLI STRONGLY FAVORS HERNANDEZ. ALSO IN 
THE RUMOR CATEGORY BURELLI SAID THAT UN AMBASSADOR SIMON 
ALBERTO CONSALVI WOULD PROBABLY REPLACE SCHACHT AS SEC- 
RETARY GENERAL TO THE PRESIDENCY. INGERSOLL 
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